8742

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

April 24, 1996

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, April 24, 1996

The House met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. RADANOVICH].

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 24, 1996.

1 hereby designate the Honorable GEORGE
P. RADANOVICH to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

Help us to acknowledge, O gracious
God, that Your creation extends from
the east to the west, that there is no
boundary to Your goodness and Your
grace. Forgive us when we seek to
make our action the center of all ac-
tion and our concerns the focus of all
humanity. Remind us that we ought
not remake Your graces to look only
like our face or make our concerns to
be the center of Your entire creation.
As You are the God of all so let us
focus on Your blessings and Your will
in every place and for every person so
that justice will flow down as waters
and righteousness like an everflowing
stream. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. FLANA-
GAN] come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FLANAGAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-

nounced that the Senate had passed
bills of the following titles in which
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested:

S. Con. Res. 54. Concurrent resolution to
correct the enrollment of the bill S. 735, to
prevent and punish acts of terrorism, and for
other purposes; and

S. Con. Res. 55. Concurrent resolution to
correct the enrollment of the bill 8. 735, to
prevent and punish acts of terrorism, and for
other purposes.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain fifteen l-minute
presentations from each side of the
aisle.

MEDICARE

(Ms. DUNN of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. DUNN of Washington, Mr. Speak-
er, I want to talk about Medicare. Yes-
terday the Treasury Department re-
ported a new and totally unexpected
$4.2 billion shortfall in the Medicare
trust fund during the first half of the
current fiscal year. Just a year ago,
this very same fund had projected a
surplus of $45 million for fiscal year
1996.

My parents, the Blackburns in Belle-
vue, WA, probably did not read that
news story, but it is critically impor-
tant to them because they, like mil-
lions of others, count on the Medicare
system being solvent. More than a year
ago President Clinton’s Medicare trust-
ees, including three members of his
own Cabinet, warned that Medicare
would be bankrupt by 2002 if no
changes were made. Yet the President
did nothing to change it. He offered no
long-term solutions and he offered no
leadership. In fact, all he offered was
election year scare tactics designed to
frighten senior citizens.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. Con-
gressional Republicans in response to
people like my parents have offered
leadership. We want to save benefits
for our seniors and save the Medicare
trust fund, and we want to do it now
while it is still possible.

RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, there
are 117,000 minimum wage workers in
North Carolina. Those workers are not
just numbers, they are people with
families and children. They are day
care providers, farmers and food serv-
ice workers, mechanics and machine
operators. They are in construction
work and sales, health and cleaning
services, and a range of other occupa-
tions.

Their families helped build America,
and they can help rebuild it. They do
not need charity, they need a check—a
check that includes a reasonable in-
crease in the minimum wage, as pro-
posed by the President.

Work should be a benefit, it should
not be a burden. Work is a burden
when, despite an individual's best ef-
forts, living is a daily struggle. Work is
a benefit when enough is earned to pay
for what we need.

Reward work, and pass the minimum
wage increase.

THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF VIET-
NAM WAR MUSEUM IN CHICAGO

(Mr. FLANAGAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
fore 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FLANAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Vietnam Memo-
rial Museum, in the heart of the Viet-
namese community in Chicago, for its
commitment to uniting both American
and Vietnamese veterans on issues re-
lating to Vietnam and veterans' af-
fairs.

The museum was founded 10 years
ago with the intent of honoring those
who participated and served in the
Vietnam war and educating future gen-
erations about personal experiences of
those who performed such service. It
contains a fascinating exhibit of var-
ious memorabilia, artifacts, photo-
graphs, artwork, and period publica-
tions, reminding us all of the sacrifices
made by our veterans during the Viet-
nam war.

The Vietnam Memorial Museum of
Chicago is not a war museum. It is a
memorial, a place where those who sur-
vived the hardships of the Vietnam war
can meet, reflect on their personal ex-
periences and share memories and emo-
tions.

The museum also serves the commu-
nity by housing a drop-off center where
American and Vietnamese veterans
channel valuable goods to needy Viet-
namese refugees living in the Chicago
area. This museum is truly a commu-
nity based and community oriented op-
eration.
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The Vietnam War Museum is a trib-
ute to Vietnam veterans and their fam-
ilies and all veterans. It is a valuable
resource to the Chicagoland commu-
nity that honors all, veterans and civil-
ians alike, who served our country dur-
ing the Vietnam era on behalf of the
cause of freedom.

THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mrs. KENNELLY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KENNELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about increasing the
minimum wage. I would like to focus
on one particular type of low-wage
worker—women. Almost 60 percent of
those making minimum wage are fe-
male. Many times, these are women
with children to support—women
whose alternative would be to go on
welfare. As one who has participated in
the debate on welfare reform for many
years, I can tell you this: The single
best way to keep people off welfare is
to make work pay.

Raising the minimum wage will
make an enormous difference for many
of these families. For them, it would
mean an extra $1,800 a year to put in
the family bank account. This one in-
crease equates to an average spent for
7 months of groceries, or 4 months of
housing, or 9 months of utility bills.
This is no time for political games—
raising the minimum wage is long
overdue. The wage earners struggling
to support their families know it. The
President has said and I agree: if you
work  full-time, year-round, you
shouldn’'t be poor. Raising the mini-
mum wage takes us toward that goal. I
believe we should raise it now.

IMPROVING THE NATION

(Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, like a chain, in order to im-
prove our Nation we must strengthen
even the weakest links in our society.
By doing so it would make it more
likely that under known or unknown
pressures, we would be able to pull to-
gether rather than fall apart as a na-
tion.

Hope and opportunity are key ele-
ments. They go hand in hand with suc-
cess. It is hard to have one without the
other. However, for many in our inner
cities, opportunities seem limited.
Thus hopelessness often creeps into
their lives, and the prospect of success
becomes nothing more than a pipe
dream. We as leaders owe our society
much more, but, unlike the beliefs of
many, we do not have to throw tax-
payers' dollars at the problem. There
are other solutions.

Mr. Speaker, I will soon be offering
initiatives that in a meaningful way
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will attempt to address these grave
concerns.

SOMETHING IS WRONG

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, Rod-
ney Hamrick, who is in prison for
threatening the life of Ronald Reagan,
threatened to blow up a Federal court-
house, a judge, the NAACP head-
quarters, and an airplane. Then he
went beyond and he sent a bomb in the
mail, that did not explode, to the U.S.
attorney that had convicted him. He
was naturally convicted.

But a three-judge panel at the
Fourth Circuit Court overturned the
decision by saying, since the bomb did
not detonate, it was not deadly. Beam
me up, Mr. Speaker. I believe that
these three judges must have received
a defective mail-order law degree from
Sears Roebuck. Something is wrong
when Gorbachev gets slapped in the
face in Russia while campaigning and
they call it an assassination. In Amer-
ica, a prisoner sends a mail bomb and
it is treated like a misdemeanor. If
that does not explain it all, I do not
know what does.

MORE MEDICARE

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I
come to the well once again heartened
by the remarks of my colleague from
the great State of Ohio. I just wish we
could get past some of the name call-
ing and some of the, to be frank,
disinformation that has infested itself
here on the banks of the Potomac; to
wit, fact, yesterday the Treasury De-
partment reports that Medicare is los-
ing money, $4.2 billion in the first 6
months of this year.

Yet what does the minority leader
say on television? Last summer, when
queried about allowing Medicare to
grow at a rate less than 10 percent a
year, he says, and I am quoting him,
the reforms the majority tried to make
amounted to this, ‘“This is a hoax.”

Mr. Speaker, it is no hoax. The hoax
comes when those on the left would de-
liberately employ medi-scare tactics to
try and get through the next election
rather than to save and transform
Medicare for the next generation. We
are all to be held accountable. Let us
deal with the truth.

ALCOHOL AND CHILDREN

(Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)
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Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, we in this country, every one
of us understands what this sign says.
It is three frogs saying Budweiser. The
trouble is that if you ask the average
fourth and fifth graders in this coun-
try, they also know what it says. They
know what it says more than they
know what Tony the Tiger says. They
know more about Budweiser than they
know about Smokey Bear or the
Mighty Morphin Power Rangers.

People that do not think there is a
problem with young people drinking al-
cohol in this country do not under-
stand the facts. Alcohol abuse kills
more young people in America than all
other drugs combined. Junior high
school and high school students drink
1.1 billion cans of beer each year, and
Anheuser Busch's market share of this

number is 70 million 6-packs of
Budweiser, equaling $200 million of
sales to children.

Let us put an end to trying to mar-
ket to children a drug that unneces-
sarily kills far too many of our Na-
tion’s most vital natural resources.

APPRECIATING BALANCE

(Mr. TAUZIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, every
spring I plant natural resource trees,
over the past 2 months, nearly 600: crab
apples, redbuds, oaks, cherries,
dogwoods, cypress, and cedar, just to
name a few. I also cut down trees,
mostly stunted or overgrown pine, to
make room for others to grow. I was
raised to appreciate that kind of bal-
ance.

This spring I will join other volun-
teers in Habitat for Humanity, ham-
mering and sawing lumber to build
suitable housing for poor families in
Louisiana. I was raised to understand
that kind of balance, too.

Unfortunately, many of our bureau-
crats do not. Every week mnearly 1
square mile of Louisiana washes away
in coastal marsh and barrier island ero-
sion. Private landowners are prepared
to spend their own money to save those
marshes and wetlands, but our wet-
lands permit system says no. Hundreds
of such applications have been aban-
doned.

The Corps of Engineers in Louisiana
still refuses as yet to authorize a pri-
vate mitigation bank. So 30 to 50
square miles in my State washes away
while bureaucrats squabble over so-
called wetlands that no self-respecting
duck would land on.

We need to spend less money on law-
yers and bureaucrats and more money
really saving wetlands in America.

SUPPORT H.R. 324

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, the Cap-
ital of the United States is in serious
disrepair, and I mean a lot more than
potholes. It is trying to recover by
downsizing a loan as no insolvent city
has ever done. There is Federal respon-
sibility here, including the unfunded
pension liability that is taking 10 per-
cent of our budget, and that is entirely
my colleagues’ responsibility.

The time has come to act now. We
are a hemorrhaging population. We
want to revive the District the old-
fashioned way, by keeping and attract-
ing middle-income residents here.
Please support my Federal tax cut bill
for the District of Columbia; support
H.R. 3244. My colleagues should assume
their share of the responsibility for the
Capital of the United States.

TRAVEL AND TOURISM SHRINKS
TRADE IMBALANCE

(Mr. ROTH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, did my col-
leagues see yesterday where the trade
deficit is down by over 18 percent? Now
that is something to cheer about.

But do my colleagues know why the
trade deficit is down? According to the
Commerce Department, it is because
the travel and tourist industry re-
ported a temporary surge in foreign
visitors to the United States. Unfortu-
nately, this trend cannot continue un-
less we in Congress work right now to
continue the trend by passing the
Travel and Tourism Partnership Act.

Now we have 226 cosponsors. That is
terrific. I want everyone to cosponsor
this bill. We want to do even more, be-
cause terrific is not good enough when
it comes to travel and tourism.

Travel and tourism is the largest in-
dustry in America. Travel and tourism
employs one out of every nine working
Americans, and it is time that we in
Congress, and we are, awaken to the
tremendous potential in this industry,
and I ask everyone to help me.

Let us cosponsor this bill, and let us
pass it so we can get our trade deficit
down even further.

GIVE OUR STUDENTS AN OPPOR-
TUNITY TO WORK THEIR WAY
THROUGH SCHOOL

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, one of the
great arguments that I have heard in
this debate about the minimum wage
has been that there are many students
who receive minimum wage. I stand
here this morning as a product of the
family of 13 children, parents who
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could not afford to send me to college,
and the only way I could get through
was to work.

I do not see anything wrong with try-
ing to provide a wage that allows a stu-
dent to be able to work their way
through school particularly when we
are cutting back in so many areas that
affect and impact the lives of students
who have been able to get scholarships,
be able to get grants and loans. It
seems to me that if we are going to be
fair, we have to be fair to every Amer-
ican citizen, even those who are stu-
dents who have a desire, a will, to
work.

Mr. Speaker, my mother taught me
how to cook, wash, iron, and sew. That
is how I got through college. There are
many other young people who could do
the same thing if we were fair enough
to them to give them that opportunity,
give them the best wages. I have wait-
ed tables, I have bussed tables, 1 have
shined shoes, I have done everything,
and we ought to let them do it. Pay
them a good enough salary so that we
can indeed come to that point where
maybe if we reduce the scholarships,
they will know they can work their
way through.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is a good
thing. I am a product and a witness of
it.

INTRODUCTION OF THE PARENTAL
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing the Parental Freedom
of Information Act to provide parents
in America with the information they
need to guide the education of their
children. Teachers have told me that
involved parents are the most impor-
tant thing the public schools need to
help students learn. Involved parents
must be informed parents.

The Parental Freedom of Informa-
tion Act will guarantee that parents
have access to their child’s curriculum,
the contents and result of standardized
tests and medical records, including
psychiatric and/or counseling records.

Recently, parents have been denied
access to instructional materials used
in classes which they might find objec-
tionable. They have been denied
achievement tests that have been ad-
ministered and then withheld from pa-
rental inspection, and treatments by
unqualified school counselors have
been administered to children contrary
to the expressed objections of parents,
and the records of this treatment were
denied to the parents. Parents have
been forced into the courtroom to find
out what is going on in the classroom.

This act in no way seeks to influence
curriculum or standardized tests. It
simply provides the basic information
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which involved parents need to guide
the education of their children.

RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, good morn-
ing. The battle about the minimum
wage rages on. Some people would have
our colleagues believe that the mini-
mum wage only affects kids, so we
should not worry about it. Not true—10
million Americans are affected by the
minimum wage. Some 75 percent of
them are adults and 58 percent of them
are women.

We need to increase the minimum
wage. The minimum wage has not been
increased in 5 years. The purchasing
power of people who earn the minimum
wage has decreased by 15 percent. We
are talking about people who make
about 38,400 a year operating under the
current minimum wage.

I am pleased to say today, Mr. Speak-
er, that there is some bipartisan sup-
port for increasing the minimum wage.
I am distressed, however, that there
are still some Republicans who believe
that we should not increase the mini-
mum wage and want to fight it.

We do not need any convoluted bu-
reaucratic plans to pay employers.
What we need is a very simple solution:
Raise the minimum wage.

Mr. Speaker, if we raise the mini-
mum wage, we will bring 300,000 fami-
lies out of poverty, we will bring 100,000
children out of poverty.

Raise the minimum wage.

MINIMUM WAGE: MINIMUM
OPPORTUNITIES

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ENOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I
really wonder if the President and the
Democrats are truly interested in rais-
ing the minimum wage or is it just
that they want to score some political
points? When they controlled Congress
back in 1992 and 1993 with President
Clinton in the White House, why was
not an increase in the minimum wage
on the agenda? Maybe they were too
busy raising taxes on gas, on Social Se-
curity, on small businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I have to look at this
comment that the President made in
1993. President Clinton said, *“The min-
imum wage,” and I am quoting, ““The
minimum wage is the wrong way to
raise incomes of low-wage earners.”
But then again, I guess we really can-
not believe what the President says
from day to day or time to time.

By the way, if my colleagues think 90
cents an hour is going to save working
families, I say my colleagues’ priorities
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are in the wrong place. We need to pro-
vide tax relief to our famnilies, not 90
cents an hour. Lowering taxes will
raise incomes.

FAMILIES NEED TO EARN A
LIVABLE WAGE

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we are
hearing a lot of excuses from the ma-
jority these days about why we do not
need to increase the minimum wage.
Mr. Speaker, I know firsthand why
families need to earn a livable wage.

Over 28 years ago I was a single
working mother with three small chil-
dren, receiving no child support. Even
though I was working, I was earning so
little that I had to go on welfare to
take care of my children. I tell my col-
leagues this, Mr. Speaker, because too
many families today face the same sit-
uation.

In spite of what the majority whip
has said about minimum wage and
about earning $4.25 an hour, almost 5
million Americans work for at or below
minimum wage, and I am not talking
about teenagers looking for extra cash.
Rather, the average minimum wage
earner looks a lot like I did 28 years
ago, an adult woman supporting her
family by herself. Today that mother is
worse off because the purchasing power
of the minimum wage has plummeted
to a 40-year low.

Clearly, it is time to make work pay
by increasing the minimum wage now.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE GILBERT
MURRAY

(Mr. HERGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Gilbert Murray, former Presi-
dent of the California Forestry Asso-
ciation. Today marks the 1-year anni-
versary of Gil's tragic death at the
hands of the Unabomber.

Today, I will not dwell on the trag-
edy of Gil's death, but rather on the
greatness of his life. Gil was a re-
spected professional leader. He advo-
cated good stewardship of our forests
to keep them beautiful and productive
for our children and grandchildren.

More importantly, Gil was a leader in
his home. Despite his professional com-
mitments, he always made his family
his priority. He was never too busy for
his wife and two sons.

In every way Gilbert Murray was an
exemplary man. I speak for many in
northern California in saying that we
remember him fondly and miss him
greatly.
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE
SPOKEN: RAISE THE MINIMUM
WAGE

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, the
American people have spoken. The lat-
est polls show that 85 percent of Ameri-
cans are in favor of raising the mini-
mum wage.

I will say to my Republican col-
leagues, they have lost the battle in
the court of public opinion.

So what does the Republican leader-
ship now plan to do? Instead of follow-
ing the will of the American people,
they are following the will of corporate
America and the fat cats who have
funded their campaigns. That is im-
moral.

The latest Republican shell game
will eliminate the earned income tax
credit and then exclude workers with-
out children from getting a raise. The
rationale is to save $15 billion and give
more breaks to big, big business. This
ridiculous proposal takes working fam-
ilies one step forward and knocks them
two steps back.

My colleagues, if we want to help
working families, we must insist on a
clean minimum wage bill with no
strings attached, and vote to raise the
minimum wage without delay.

RENEWABLE ENERGY EXPO 199

(Mr. SCHAEFER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to urge Members to visit the
Renewable Energy Expo 1996, taking
place today from noon to 3 p.m. in the
Cannon Caucus Room.

This exhibit, being sponsored by
three dozen trade associations, indus-
try groups, and businesses, offers you
the opportunity to inspect the latest
American renewable energy and en-
ergy-efficient technologies. You can
ask the groups' representatives ques-
tions about their projects throughout
the country, including some which may
be operating in your own district.

The renewable energy expo is being
put on in cooperation with the House
Renewable Energy Caucus, a bipartisan
group I founded in February along with
six other Members. This caucus has
grown 10 times in size—to 70 mem-
bers—in less than 3 months, dem-
onstrating the broad support renew-
ables enjoy in Congress and throughout
the country, renewables for our chil-
dren and their grandchildren.

I hope you can stop by the Cannon
Caucus Room today to see vivid dem-
onstrations of our country’s energy fu-
ture.
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REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP DENIES
MINIMUM-WAGE WORKERS EVEN
EXIST

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, my Re-
publican colleagues are reaching new
heights of desperation as they scurry
to dodge a vote on raising the mini-
mum wage, even though the minimum
wage is at a 40-year low, even though a
90-cent increase would help over 10 mil-
lion workers in this country, and even
though the average minimum-wage
worker brings home more than half of
his or her family’s income.

It might be interesting to note that
Members of this Congress earned more
during the shutdown of this Govern-
ment during the Christmas holidays
than a full-time minimum-wage work-
er makes in an entire year. But despite
all that, the Republican leadership will
g0 to any length to kill an increase in
the minimum wage. They are not even
afraid of resorting to fantasy.

Yesterday the House majority whip
said, ““Emotional appeals about work-
ing families trying to get by on $4.25 an
hour are hard to resist. Fortunately,
such families don’t really exist.”

They do not believe that people do
exist on the $8,500 a year or are trying
to exist on that amount of money. Tell
it to the 300,000 families in this country
who are minimum-wage workers. Let
us go to a clean, straight vote on rais-
ing the minimum wage.

LIBERALS REACHING NEW
HEIGHTS IN DEMAGOGUERY

(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, the
liberals in Congress have reached new
heights in demagoguery in the last few
months, and with the help of the lib-
eral media and the big special inter-
ests, AFL-CIO, they have been able to
label anything that Republicans at-
tempt to do as extreme or radical.

Mr. Speaker, truth always has a way
of rearing its ugly head, and while the
liberal Democrats were misleading
Americans about the environment and
while they were out demagoging about
the balanced budget, the Medicare Pro-
gram has incurred the largest losses in
its history.

0O 1130

In the first half of this fiscal year
Medicare has lost $4.2 billion, and I
would just say it has got to be true be-
cause I am holding the Santa Barbara
News-Press, owned by the New York
Times, and here is the front page arti-
cle from the April 22 issue: ‘‘Medicare
Trust Fund Loses $4 Billion. Clinton
Administration Downplays Apparent
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Miscalculations.” So as I said, even the
liberal press is exposing that, and I
would just say the President vetoed it
and now we see his party's inaction on
solving and preserving Medicare.

REPUBLICANS FIX MEDICARE BY
CUTTING BENEFITS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, here
they go again. My colleagues on the
other side, the Republicans, are now
talking about how they want to fix
Medicare essentially by cutting Medi-
care and using the money to pay for
tax breaks for the wealthy. We had this
all through 1995. Now they are trying
to distort the information that came
out in the New York Times about the
Medicare trust fund, to go ahead with
their radical plan to cut Medicare in
order to pay for these tax breaks for
wealthy Americans.

Well, let me tell the Members that

this trust fund is not broke. We know
now that it has $126.1 billion in surplus.
This small deficit that was incurred in
the first 6 months of this year does not
justify going ahead with this radical
plan to cut Medicare and give back
these tax breaks to wealthy Ameri-
cans.
The Republican leadership has re-
fused to sit down with President Clin-
ton and try to work on a bipartisan
basis to come up with an answer for
Medicare to make sure it is solvent. We
are not talking about today. We are
not even talking about the next few
years. This insolvency, if it occurs, is I
think 2001 or 2002. Do not let it be an
excuse on the part of the Republicans
to give these tax breaks to wealthy
Americans.

INTRODUCING THE REGULATORY
FAIR WARNING ACT

(Mr. GEKAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, too often
we hear stories about the small busi-
nessman who hires and employs three
or four people, and then gets slapped
with a legal action by a Federal agency
on a matter on which the small busi-
nessman knows very little about its
background or its effect. So what does
a small businessman have as an option?
One, he can hire a lawyer to try to de-
fend against a wrong about which he
did not know; or, in the second place,
just pay the fine or other sanction that
the agency requires because that is the
easiest way to go.

I am today introducing the Regu-
latory Fair Warning Act, which would
require the agencies to provide reason-
able notice ahead of time of the change
of a regulation or how it is to be en-
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forced so that the small businessman,
the employer, can try to comply with
that without having been hit with a
legal action, not knowing what he was
supposed to do. This is a fair warning
whose time has come.

REPUBLICAN MEDICARE CURE IS
WORSE THAN THE AILMENT

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, my Repub-
lican colleagues who come here to
sound an alarm on Medicare, even
though this alleged shortfall has al-
ready been known by CBO and they
have taken it into account, although
almost every year we have been re-
sponding within Ways and Means to
make sure the Medicare fund stays sol-
vent.

The trouble with the Republican ap-
proach is that their cure has been far
worse than the ailment, a heavy hit on
seniors and providers to fund a tax cut
for a very wealthy few. Their proposal
gambles with the health of older Amer-
icans by excessive expenditure cuts and
risky proposals.

In contrast, the President has pro-
posed a plan that would extend the sol-
vency of the part A hospital insurance
trust fund through the next decade
without hurting seniors.

What the Republicans are doing,
sounding an alarm to put out a fire,
they want to tear down the Medicare
house The public rejected it last year.
They will reject it again this year.

THE PRESIDENT'S SOFT AND LIB-
ERAL JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS

(Mr. FUNDERBURK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker,
what the President does and what he
says about judicial appointments are
the mental equivalent of the great Joe
Montana's play action, fake to the
right and run to the left—and in this
case, it is talking tough and acting
soft. The President constantly talks
about putting 100,000 cops on the beat
but his judicial appointments are re-
leasing felons back on the streets
where they can again prey on the
unsuspecting American public. We need
more than just laws against felons if
the soft and liberal judges appointed by
the President simply ignore the law
and free them. What we really need are
judges that will adhere to the spirit
and letter of the law and punish violent
criminals to the full extent of the law.
We must not punish the American pub-
lic again by allowing this disgraceful
revolving door of justice.

If we want judges who are as con-
cerned about the rights of law-abiding
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citizens and victims as they are about
those of violent criminals, then we
need a new President in the White
House.

SUPPORT A CLEAN MINIMUM
WAGE INCREASE

(Ms. MCKINNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day I sent this letter to my colleague
from Georgia, Speaker GINGRICH, urg-
ing him to hold a vote on a clean mini-
mum wage increase before the Memo-
rial Day district work period.

And today, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to reiterate on the floor of the House
what I stated to Speaker GINGRICH in
this letter.

In the letter I said:

The false link you are creating between a
minimum wage increase and a reduction in
worker protections, is little more than a
cynical ploy to convince people earning
$8,400 a year that less safe working condi-
tions are the price they must pay for a living
wage. This Machiavellian approach is insen-
sitive to the needs of thousands of working
Georgians who struggle just to put food on
the table. As of 1994, 11.9% of Georgia's work-
force was earning between $4.25 and $5.14 an
hour. A 9-cent increase would help these
nearly 362,000 people make ends meet.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleague from the Sixth District of
Georgia to permit a vote on a clean
minimum wage increase.

CAMPAIGN REFORM

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, during the
104th Congress, we have made some
very positive changes in how we do
business around here. We have legis-
lated more stringent lobbyist registra-
tion requirements, disclosure require-
ments of their activities. We have
passed a new House rule that prohibits
Members and staffs from accepting any
gifts, including meals or event tickets,
from lobbyists or any other individuals
other than family and close friends.

This is a good start, but it has not
changed the persistent perception
across our country that special inter-
est groups have an edge over individual
contributors when it comes to election
time.

QOur next step is to change how we
run our campaigns. I have introduced
H.R. 3274 to do just that. My bill does
limit PAC contributions, and it re-
quires that contributions come from
within the candidate’s State and that
50 percent of contributions come from
within the candidate’s district. If we
are here to represent the people from
our district, then they are the ones
that should help us get here. They are
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the Americans we work for and are ac-
countable to.

It is time for meaningful campaign
reform. We can pass some. We should
do it. It makes sense.

AMERICA'S WORKING FAMILIES
NEED AN INCREASED WORKING
WAGE

(Mr. FAZIO of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, when Franklin D. Roosevelt first
proposed a national minimum wage, he
described it as a ‘‘fair day’s pay for a
fair day’s work.’” Now, 50 years later,
the minimum wage has plummeted to
its lowest value ever and its purchasing
power has fallen to a 40-year low. On an
annual income of $8,400 a year, paying
the bills and keeping food on the table
is a daily challenge for minimum wage
workers.

The 90-cent increase proposed by the
President and Democrats in Congress
would make the minimum wage a liv-
ing wage. An extra 90 cents an hour
would pay for T months of groceries, a
year of health care costs, 9 months of
utility bills, or 4 months of housing.

Contrary to Republican rhetoric, the
average minimum wage worker is not a
teenager looking for a little extra cash.
She is a working mother, often the
only wage earner in her family.

Let us not load up a minimum wage
increase with all sorts of special breaks
and goodies that would cause the Presi-
dent to veto the bill.

America’s working families need an in-
creased working wage, protections for their
pensions, an effective education for their chil-
dren, and affordable health care. Is that too
much to ask?

Let us start by raising the minimum wage.

WAKEUP CALL

(Mr. BAKER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, politicians excoriate liberal judges
for releasing dangerous criminals and
the Clinton appointees are among the
worst. But defense and plaintiff attor-
neys have found an even greater ally,
the bleeding-heart juries.

Half of the jury in the first case hung
up the jury saying the Menendez broth-
ers who murdered their parents for in-
surance money were afraid of their par-
ents and should be released. It reminds
me of the case in Richmond, CA, where
the burglar fell through the roof and
sued the property owner for having a
faulty roof and won. Yesterday's deci-
sion that Bernhard Goetz who defended
himself from subway muggers should
pay $43 million because he injured one
of the muggers was among the worst
cases.
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The real problem is not just liberal
judges or bleeding-heart juries but a
lack of absolute values. Our Nation's
switch to situational ethics does not
allow us to hold people responsible for
their own misdeeds.

Should people who murder their par-
ents prosper? Should burglars sue inno-
cent property owners? Should thugs
and muggers enrich themselves
through court action when their vic-
tims rise up and defend themselves.

Wake up, America, before your abil-
ity to move safely in urban areas joins
the 40 percent of your income taken by
a loving and caring government.

PERMISSION FOR SUNDRY COM-
MITTEES  AND THEIR SUB-
COMMITTEES TO SIT TODAY
DURING THE 5-MINUTE RULE

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the following com-
mittees and their subcommittees be
permitted to sit today while the House
is meeting in the Committee of the
Whole under the 5-minute rule:

Committee on Agriculture; Commit-
tee on Banking and Financial Services;
Committee on Commerce; Committee
on Economic and Educational Opportu-
nities; Committee on Government Re-
form and Oversight; Committee on
International Relations; Committee on
the Judiciary; committee on National
Security; Committee on Resources;
Committee on Science; Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure; and
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding
that the minority has been consulted
and that there is no objection to these
requests.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

| e ——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION
175, FURTHER CONTINUING AP-
PROPRIATIONS, FISCAL YEAR
1996

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 411 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 411

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 175)
making further continuing appropriations
for the fiscal year 1996, and for other pur-
poses, modified by striking title II of the
joint resolution. The joint resolution as
modified shall be debatable for one hour
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the joint resolution as modified to final pas-
sage without intervening motion except one
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motion to recommit. The motion to recom-
mit may include instructions only if offered
by the minority leader or his designee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DREIER] is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from South Boston, MA [Mr. MOAK-
LEY], pending which I yield myself such
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time
yielded is for the purpose of debate
only.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, this rule
provides for the consideration in the
House of House Joint Resolution 175,
making further continuing appropria-
tions for fiscal year 1996. It provides for
1 hour of debate equally divided be-
tween the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Appropriations
Committee.

It orders the previous question to
final passage without intervening mo-
tion except one motion to recommit
which, if containing instructions, may
only be offered by the minority leader
or his designee.

Mr. Speaker, the rule also modifies
House Joint Resolution 175 by striking
out title II, which contained language
to recapitalize the Savings Association
insurance fund, better known as SAIF,
and avoid another taxpayer bailout of
yet another deposit insurance fund. Let
me underscore that again. The plan
was designed to avoid a taxpayer bail-
out and look for a private sector solu-
tion. This is an unfortunate but nec-
essary step that was taken by the
Rules Committee because passage of
this 1-day continuing resolution is
needed to forestall a disruption in Gov-
ernment services while congressional
leaders and the administration work
out the details of a permanent continu-
ing resolution. As my colleagues know,
the funding authority that much of the
G